The Rambler
I would like to talk about a recent column in the Cyprus Today paper, written by Tom Roche in which he refers to “whinging Brits”. 

He wrote an article in the Cyprus Today about a Mr Ali Ozmen Safa, the owner of Medview Homes, who in Mr Roche’s words is probably the owner of the biggest and most successful development company in the country. He then bulls him up even more and tells us how this entrepreneur has invested millions in this country, for the good of the country but neglects to say that us whinging Brits also make a large contribution to the wealth of the TRNC (40% of the wealth in the TRNC comes from us whinging Brits according to the Government).  

He goes on to say that Mr Safa has also battled tirelessly to win a place for Northern Cyprus at international property shows. He fails to mention that us whinging Brits write scathing letters to Ken Livingstone, or our MPs in UK, or join pressure groups to try in our own small way to try and change the attitude of the misguided peoples of the world. We whinging Brits voted for the Turkish Cypriot people with our feet – unlike the 200,000 or so TC’s who remain living in the UK.
Mr Roche writes, Mr Ali Safa has become involved in an unseemly spat with some buyers at his Hilltop Residence site in Bogaz involving maintenance charges and title deeds.
Mr Roche's writes that Mr Safa makes a generous personal apology for any distress caused by the title deeds mix-up, but then goes on to slaughter his critics. Mr Safa talks about respect and how Northern Cyprus cannot do without him and his contribution to the economy, but snipes it can certainly do without a few whinging Brits who think they are god’s gift to the human race!

Mr Safa then goes on to exalt himself and his companies whilst ridiculing some of his fellow Turkish Cypriot Builders by calling them crooks and shysters who are out there stealing people’s money and ruining their dreams. He does not put himself in this class it seems – but he obviously upset some of his clients, albeit not intentionally.
It seems that Mr Roche feels the TRNC could do with a few more businessmen like Mr Safa – he not only talks the talk he has shown he can walk the walk.  The country could do with a few more like him running the show.

I am surprised to hear that Mr Roche feels that not obtaining legal title to your main residence is a minor problem. Did Mr Roche talk to the people who complained about the maintenance charges or the title deed mix up?  I doubt it, as their side of the story was not reported.

If Mr Safa is so important and influential within the economy of the TRNC as he suggests, and as he is aware that many other builders here do not apply the same integrity to building homes for whinging Brits as he does, maybe he would like to add his weight to our cause.  There are over 2000 whinging Foreigners involved in the Homebuyers Pressure Group who could do with the support of someone like Mr Safa! 

18 April 2007
