Ramblings of a HBPG member
Dear Members

This letter may get some agreement within HBPG and I have no doubt will annoy others; however these are just my thoughts.

I split the foreigners in the TRNC into three groups;
· the I’m all right jack brigade (the sun is shining what are you all whinging about pay the money and shut up)

· the I’ve got problems but I don’t want to rock the boat people ( of which I personally know quiet a few), 
· and of course those in the HBPG.

I myself have been fighting 3 years for justice, starting the day I got here and I’m still fighting.
I find it hard to understand the, I’m all right jack group, we paid our money and are still paying in a lot of cases, we are not asking for anymore than what we paid for.

But I will not try and justify myself to these people it would be a pointless exercise.

To the second group I sort of understand where these people are coming from. They hope that if they don’t rock the boat and don’t upset the builder he may finish the jobs on their houses, we all know the likelihood is he won’t. To these people I would say the likelihood that the builder will honour your contract is very small and the chances that your solicitor can or will do anything about it is very slim.

The fact is the more people who join the HBPG, the more likely change will happen (strength in numbers) - to do nothing is to accept what is being done to you.
My wife and I had a dream and that dream was smashed in pieces the day we arrived to start our new lives, that same day we had a meeting with the builder and our solicitor -  we came out of that meeting crushed, for those interested the events that took place are in the case histories. (A Lawyer etc)
I keep hearing that it is only a small minority of estate agent, builders and solicitors that behave badly, this I believe to be wrong. As the growing numbers of the HBPG members (now over 1000 and growing), who have used all the different services can attest to. I believe it to be a majority, especially in Girne.
As a number of solicitors have told us, there are laws in the TRNC that are unworkable. So they break them with the full knowledge of the Government, estate agents and builders -  of course, this will be at the expense of the innocent foreigner.
Now we must ask why the Government hasn’t done anything yet, even though they have been informed by some solicitors and the HBPG, that government intervention is needed to clean up the industry - could it be vested interest?.  
Remember that we bring in 40% of the wealth of this country via our weekly spending, not the building industry as banded about by the Government.  From what I can see most builders don’t pay their taxes or they extort them from their purchasers which the Government and solicitors are fully aware of.

I believe the Government, or should I say Prime Minister promised monthly meetings with the HBPG, so far they have had only one, I believe in January.  No doubt the Minister for the interior (or should I call him Mr Murat the anti foreigner minister - leasehold, 15% tax, and it’s all your own fault minister) must have had a words with the Prime Minister and told him not to bother. Here we have a Government who change laws on a whim, who are in full knowledge of the laws being broken and yet does nothing.
I could go on but I wonder if I’m wasting my breath, I will still soldier on and help people if they need it as I have been doing for 3yrs, but I believe it is time this sorry state of affairs is reported to the world press.  The Government is just paying lip service to us whilst emptying our pockets.
To those thinking of buying in the TRNC I strongly advise you - don’t do it. If you do not believe a Government and solicitors could behave in this way, think again, If in doubt contact the HBPG or some of its members.  Believe it, it’s all true.
